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the eye through the subtle blending of shades
perceived by the optic nerve.

It is such a delight to hear him speak about
complementary colours and the subtleties of
his art as a pastellist. Richard appreciates the
durability of both oils and pastels, which are
impervious to fading over time. He can scarcely
conceal his pleasure when he picks up his brush
loaded with colour.

Richard was born in New Brunswick in 1969.
Fifth in a brood of nine, he grew up along the
shores of the Atlantic. As a toddler, his family
settled in Saguenay, Lac St. Jean and the ocean
and the majestic scenery of the Saguenay region
still fascinate him to this day. He is inspired by
the sounds of its many moods - from the gentle
lapping of waves on the shore to the thundering
roar of the surf whipped by a wild wind.

Developed allergy to pigmentation

Prior to developing an allergy to the pigmentation
in dry pastels, the pastel crayons worked magic
in his fingers to render wilderness landscapes
where rivers white with foam cascade through
narrow channels under the brilliant skies of the
changing seasons. Whether it is the forest, rivers
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teeming with fish, deserted lanes or lively streets,
Richard pauses to observe and to sketch the
wonders of the world around him. While working
with pastels he had also been working with oils,
so when it became necessary it was no problem
for Richard to achieve the same mastery with oils
as he had with pastels.

Each season portrayed by Richard is a brilliant
composition of colour, light and sound, but for
me the way that he captures the mystery and
velvet depths of snow brings tears to my eyes.
There is a luminous quality and as | look at his
work | can feel the taste of a snowflake on my
tongue and the movement of powdery snow
beneath my feet as | walk the city sidewalk.

Neige Du Soir Montréal, 24" x 30"
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Arabella ¢ Autumn Harvest 2010
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";. Pie De Nuit, 20” x 30"
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