Born in 1938 in Sul
mona in ltaly, Littorio
Del Signore is an 1
ionally renown artist

) established himself
in Quebec in 1978 and
has been living in the City
of LaSalle 1980
His thir
pair

since
year rasa
ter has'led him to an
1 Ve numi
hibits thre hout the
world. Del Signore has
been awarded about thir

f ex

ty international
Many of his paintings are
part of private
tions, both in Europe and
America, as well as huge
public collections

Mr. Littorio Del Sig
nore has been officially
the
“Personality of the
month™ for January 1987.

He began his study of
painting with master Pan-
filo del Beato of Sulmona
and then went on to study
with J.P. Serralongue at
Ecole d’Art d’Annecy in
France where he gradu-
ated with honours

likes

prizes

collec

chosen as

very
much aSalle
with his wife Angela and
their 22

ter So:

living in 1

year old daug

h so that
hel cCl
art gallery City

hich will be known as

Galerie Edouard
Manet

5 Edouard-St.

open

blic on

1987

1S 1n C a
reat accomplishement
for him since many peo
ple advised him against
pening a gallery in
LaSalle. But it would
take much more than that
to discourage Littorio
who truly believes in his
project and in the fact that
the population of LaSalle
and the surrounding areas
has a real interest in
painting.

In order to realise his
dream. he had to buy an
old store and transform it
entirely, at his expense

His wife Angela will
run the future gallery.
with the help of Mr. Jules
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Poirier. The gallery will
exhibit paintings of more
than thirty well renown
A sec
tion will be reserved for
future painters

Littorio hopes to increase

Canadian painters

the public’s a

vestment for collectors
A brief biography
One fine moming dur
ing the grape narvest. on
October 18.1938
named Littor
to the Del Sig
at Bagnatuzo, Yy,
He was the seventh child
y of nine: six

ce girls. B:

a son

s born

boys and tt
natuzo is small ¢
munity belonging to S
mona. a town of thirty
thousand inhabitants situ
ated in the province o
Aquila. in the heart of the
mountainous Abruzze re
gion

Littorio was scven
years old when his father
came home from the war
After years of living from
hand to mouth in the abs-
the head of the
family. the mother and
children hoped that
father turn w
bring
that there would be more
Papa Del Sig
followed the exam

t of the

ence of

uld

nes and

to cat

the village
1lat
| promised to
m the land: in return,
cive half the
he harvest

1S 1O e

> was tricked

1 that con

ing to the local authorities

would only aggravate the
situation. When the time
came to settle up, many
large bags of produce
went to the “boss”. while
his “partner” received
only the left-overs. On
several occasions during
his youth, Littorio had
witnessed this calamitous
farce and swore that he
would avoid such de-
gradation

Before his tenth birth-
day. Littorio had already
made a name for himself.
A pupil at the local
elementary school, he so
astonished his teacher
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L’artiste Del Signore choisi

“Personnalité de janvier”’ ru-caas

Artist Del Signore chosen
“Personality

with the accuracy and
quality of his drawings
that the latter, proud to
have such a prodigy in his
class. decided to regular
ly collect examples of his
work to put together a
kind of travelling exhibi
tion in aid of the |

Littorio
up oil painting
realized that to pay for his
paints he would
money... Since his father
was working himself to
the bone to feed his fami
ly and could scarcely be
counted on to help, the
young
house-painter
money earned
work he was able to buy
himself On
Sundays and holidays, he
took souvenir photo
graphs of the vill s
I'he printing and sales to
customers were handled
by the local photographer
for whom Littorio work-
ed. The former povided
the film and Littorio re-
ceived 20% of the opera-
tion

With two years of oil
painting behind him, Lit-
to now aged 14, ven
tured, when on a visit tc
Sulmona, to knock
door of the artist and
painter Panfilo del Beato
Ir u

As

decided

but soon

need

became a
With the
from this

man

a camera

al the

ter for his ¢ nion
him. The
sing: del

¢ the

Nt w

ly was encoura
to agreed 1o ¢

of his youn,

er his directic

» made r

Dividing his time be
tween studying and paint-
ing, Littorio. after faith
fully following his
teacher’s lessons for five
years, gathered enough
courage at the age of
nineteen to take part. in
1957, in a group exhibi-
tion held in the entrance
hall of the threatre of Sul-
mona

Just before his twenty-
first birthday, when he
would be obliged to do
his compulsory military
service, Littorio decided
to leave the country. He
loathed military life. To-
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- summer holiday in Italy

ry Pages 62 and 63
e.lw::ﬁ-é

wards tne end or e
Second World War, Ger-
man troops were firmly
entrenched all over Italy,
and the Abruzze region
where Littorio lived had
not been spared

With the firm intention

i the art of
ting and making :
as-an artist. Littor-
10 therefore chose France
new home. On
January 24, 1959, he ar-
ry &‘\] in Annecy. In
Haute-Savoie. and stayed
with a friend of the fami-
ly. He worked as a housc-
painter and the following
autumn, he applied to en-
ter the Ecole des Beaux-
arts in Annecy. where he
worked with its director.
J.-P. Serralongue.

He very quickly forgot
the question of existence
and the future to devote
himself entirely to paint-
ing. Littorio worked six
nights a week to perfect
his art.

Del Signore's palette
became brighter. His en-
try. “Essai
d’abstraction™, in the
“XIV Grand prix interna-
tional de peinture de
Deauville”, in 1963, won
him the diploma of grand
finalist. The following
year, his work was exhi-
bited in London. at the
Stylwood Gallery. Still in
1963, in a competition at
the Annecy Ecole des
Beaux-Arts, he won a
first mention in the paint-
ing section.

During his annual

15 his

Littorio met a girl called
Angela Falcone. He mar-
ried her at Roc ale
on August 24, 1964. A
house-painter by day. he
became an artist and
painter by night. On May
10. 1965. Angela gave
birth to a baby girl whom
her parents calld Sonia.
Later that year, Littorio
cntered a plant in Annecy
that made containers for
beauty products as an

LaSalle

ArtS-Qecoraor.
In 1969, Littorio de-
cided to move back to [ta-
ly. The family settled in
Chicti. and Littorio found
employment as a decora-
tor of china objects. In
spite of his work. Littorio
was nonetheless able to
hold a solo exhibition of
his work. At the national
exhibition of Roccarosa.
he awarded the
fourth prize and. at the
Rivisondolo Grand Prix
for painting. he was
awarded a silver plaque
and a trophy. Until his
departure for Canada in
1978. Littorio Del Sig-
nore won a total of 26
prizes, including three in
France.
His arrival in Canada
It was during his visit
to Montreal for the Oly-
mic Games in 1976 that
Littorio realized that the
great city on the banks of
the St. Lawrence posses-
sed, in addition to a group
of talented painters. a
cosmopolitan charm
which he found hard to
resist. He decides to emi-
grate to Canada. Just be-

was
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LOIC 11> deparware in
1978. he was awarded a
certificate making him an
honourary member of the
Columbian Academy of
Saint Louis, Missourl. in
the United States. In De
cember of that same year,
the Del Signore family
settled in Montreal, Erom
this time onwards. his ex
hibitions would be held
annually in Montreal as
well as in other citi
Quebec and Western
Canada
Since 1980, Del Sig

nore has lived on Perras
Street in LaSalle. Not far
from him Angrignon
Park, a paradise for the
children of the neigh-
bourhood. For a whole
year, in 1980, winter and
summer alike. Littorio
Del Signore painted the
children at their games.
The following year.
strolling through Mon-
treal, he discovered the
many back lanes wich run
behind its houses and
buildings. In 1984, he
took part in an exhibition,
“Montreal seen by
Painters™. which pre-

SCNIea WOTKS Dy leading
Canadian artists at Mon-
treal’s city hall

Success

Littorio Del
success never stopped
growing with many
accomplishments to his
name. Here arc just a
tew:
in 1985, he disigned a
record cover for the
Vaudreuil-Soulanges
Choir entitled “Au cocur
du Québec™;

-his paintings were
chosen by such com
panies as Petro Canada
and Domtar for Christ-
mas cards:

he issued two photo-
lithographies for the
LaSalle-Kenner com-
mittee.

Paintings signed by
Del Signore are presently
exhibited in galleries
accross Canada. namely
in Montreal. Saint Lam-
bert. Québec. Lavaltrie.
Vancouver, Calgary.
Edmonton. Toronto and
Ottawa.

City of LaSalle can be
proud to have Littorio
Del Signore as its citizen.

Notre «Personnalité du Mois» de janvier, Littorio Del - Our “Personnality of the month” for January, Littorio

Signore, consulte le Messager de LaSalle en compa-  Del Signore, consults the Messe
onie de sa fille Sonia (22 ans) et de son épousc, Angela- daughter So

nger in company of his

a (22 years) and his wife, Angela,




